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Professor Muilsnburg has suggested a further progress report on scroll studics being 
carried on in Jerusalem, Most of the permissible general remarks on the current 
state of studies have apreared from time to time this year in the Schools' publicae’ 


tions to which the reader is referred, Phere are a few odds and ends of interest 
which may be acded, 


At last’ report, some sixty biblical manuscripts had been identified. At present, 
(May 31, 1954) eighty are mown, and more will be found, though new manuscripts 
are increasingly few in new lots. This count follows not the book divisions of the 
traditional Bible, but the practice of the Qumran. Thus the manuscripts of the 
Minor Prophets, in which twelve are written together, are reckoned as a whole, and 
not by individual book. Similarly with Samel, Kings, etc, Pcrheps three hundred 
Manuscripts were deposited in Cave Four originally, when the sect surrendered the 
site of Khirbet Qumran to xomar troops. Accordingly, the biblical material, not 
counting commentaries, collections of proof-texts and the like, runs less than a 
third of the whole, The Pentateuch, especially Deuteronowy, togetner with Isaiah 
and the canonical Psalter sre the most popular works, as might be expected from 
New Testament practice, Danicl is also popular, though certain indications suggest 
that the Essenes may not have held it to be canonical, 


Two new lets have been acauired for study this spring thanks to donations from 
Canadian and British universities, For the most part they have furnished simply 
additional pieces for known fragnentary manuscripts. However, the Chronicler's work, 
represented by some tiny pieces of Ezra (from Aramaic portions), has put ina first 
appearance, The first examples of the Book of Kings also have been found. The 
latter is an especially intcresting textual specimen, and will prove most important 
for future studies of the relation of the Kings used by the CShronicler to the 
received work, Unfortunately, very little has been recovered thus far. 


For the most part, our work has been more of the same:identifying and piecing 
together innumerable fragments, All the mamuseripts in hand grow slowly in size. 
The longer the work procceds, clas, the slower they grow, Big fragments are quickly 
Placed, and sariler and smaller bits remain to be fitted, es times gocs or, approach- 
ing the end of the workers! paticnce (and eyesight) as a limit, By an extraordinary 
Stroke of good fortune, materiel from t lots of mauscripts have furnished a 
great deal of memuscript of Sarmal (1,QSam” ) of which cxcavatcd fragments were 
Published by th@writer in the Vecember issue of the Bullotin, It is easily the most 
extensive of the biblical mamiscripts, preserved, it would appear, by a backing of 
papyrus, The cxcavated fragments, which slone were known et the time of their pre= 
liminary publication, were in cxtremely poor condition, with no sign of papyrus 
reinforcing. lNeny of the new pleces preserve it, however, and it is not unlikely 
that all were similarly protected, 


An idea of the extent of the Samucl mamscript is"hard to convey. Some twenty- 
‘three chapters of the thirty-one chapters of I Samuel are represented by large, or 
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more. often, small fragments; twenty-one of the twenty-four chapters of II Samuel 
are partially preserved, The manuscript combines both I and II Samuel, and the 
indications are that there was no column break between the two sections. The text- 
ual conclusions dravm from the excavated fragments may now be maintained far more 
radically, The menuscript preserves throughout the tredition translated by the 
Septuagint, rarely deviating from an alignment with LXX against Tii; when it does 
diverge from tuc (reconstructed) Vorlage of the Septuag int, its text is generally 
not allicd with TM, but unique, and not infrequently superior to both the Septua- 
gint and the Massoretic Text, 


This manuscript is by no means unique in its textual type, Other manuscripts of 
Samuel with similar textual traditions are now known from Cave Four. There are 

also Pentateuchal and Prophctic manuscripts of « new textual order in the finds. In 
short, the Qumren finds, especially those of Cave Four are proving far mor2 inter- 
esting and important for the history of the Old Testament text than anyone had hoped 
for on the basis of : the 1947 finds, 


It is unwise to generalize before full study has been made of these texts, The 
nature of the current work prevents detailed textual study; serious work o71 the text 
will be carricd on at home when precious days in Jerusalem will not be expended, 
Impressions gaincd at first contact with the scrolls suggest thet we must 2xplain 
the textuel phenomena at Qumran and Murabba'at in cither or both of two ways: (1) 
the eliminetion of old textusl traditions at variance with an official text, was 
effectively cerricd out between the First Revolt and the beginning of the second 
century of our cra, and not before, or (2) the textual tradition at Qumran goes back 
directly to carly Maccabean times, and latcr remained more or less independent (or 
"mncontaminatcd" textually) of movements in Orthodox Jewish circles to fix an author 
ative text. The writer is inclined to combine both positions at present, 


Frank M. Cross, Annual Professor, 


There is little to add to frofessor Cross! account of the Qumran scrolls, From the 
very beginning of his year in Jerusalem and through the year he has been occupied 
dey in day out with the preparation and study of the fragments. As has probably 
been reported ecrlier, he was charged with the work on the Biblicsl fragments of 
Cave 4, His services as a competent paleographer have been highly valued by his 
associates and by Pere de Vaux, who is in general charge of the rescarch project, 

I think it can be said without ony exaggeration that his studies of the Sarmel 
materiels have been of major importance for the history of the Old Testament text, 
and he will add to articles already published contributions which will in large 
measure confirm and strengthen his present conclusions, What astonishes one more 
end more as he examines the vast accumulation of picces displayed in the large scrol2 
is the size of the Qumran library. What the examination and intcrpretation of the 
non=—biblical rateriels will yicld we cannot yet predict, but it is safe te say that 
they are going to influence profoundly not only our vicws conccrning the socalled 
inter-testamcnta:l period but also positions long held concerning the intellectual 
and cultural environment of early Christianity, I am aware that cach time I comment 
On the scrolls I resort to what may seem like facile generelizations, but we are not’ 
yet permittcd (and wisely soJ) to enter into any detail concerning our observations, 
But this mch may be said: the foregoing estimates are based on an oxamination of 

8 number of the fragments, and are confirmed, I believe, already by what we have in 
the Manual of Discipline and the hymns, 


The fast of Ramadan is over, While it is not observed by nll Muslims, one is always 
kept aware of it. The restaurants are practically empty; on the streets or the lanes 
of the suq there is no smoking, During the night we sre clways awakened between two 
or three by the discharge of the cannon, which gives the signal for the nocturnal 
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repast. Those who ere very strict in the observance of the fost neither cat nor 
drink when they work in the blazing sun, Mchmud, our gardener, who is a very 

devout Muslim, suffered considerably the first few days of the fast from a parched 
thro:t, but hc would not take even a sip of water, Each night at cight, he with 
many hundreds of others, went to the Al Aqsa mosoue for prayers, The first night 

of Ramadan more than two thousand gathered together, and on other special days just 
after noon, the suo would be crowded with Mislims returning from prayer. The end of 
Ramadan began with a seven-fold salute of the cannon, The day began with people 
pouring into the mosoues for prayer. From there thcy went out to visit friends and 
relatives, and any in nced were given gifts of food and moncy. In fact, Ramadan, as 
my Muslim friends are always telling mc, is pre-eminently a time of charity. The 
rich man comcs to learn what it means to go without food and drink, and through this 
he learns compassion and concern for his neighbor, After the visits to, relatives 
the Muslim goes home for lunch, but in the early afternoon he goes to/kietery where 
flowers are pleced on the graves of members of the family and prayers are offered. 
In generel it seems to be a day of hospitality and gencrosity, All day long and 
even throughout the evening (which is very unusual here in Jerusalem) there was 
almost a steady stream of people passing by the School. The celebrations continue 
for two or three days, Offices are closed, end families gather together. Nowhere 
did we see any boisterous exhibitions, any excessive eating, or rowlyism. On the 
contrary the day was observed with dignity and comparative ouict. 


You will doubtless recall that in the last newslcttcr reference was made to our 
search for Gilgal near Jcricho, We had done considerable reconnoitring throughout 
the year in that region and had comc to some tentative conclusions ss to its poss- 
ible location, "“e were granted permission from Lenkestcr Harding, Director of 
Antiquities for Jorden, to make soundings in certain arces, We fixed upon one par 
ticular spot not far from Tell es-Sultan. In our porty were Professor Kelso, Awni 
Dajani, inspefctor of Antiouitics for West Jordan, Peter Purr, veteran of several: 
campoignsand a member of Miss Kenyon's staff during the pest two ycars at Jericho, 
and myself, We had beginner's good fortune, On three almost contiguous low-lying 
tells we foundiron Age sherds, and a tabun. Encouraged by our initial attack, we 
decided to return for a three-dey campaign, Professor Kelso was busy with arrange- 
mentsifor his Beitin 'dig', but the rest of the party were present, and in addition 
Oliver Unwin, another membcr of Miss Kenyon's staff and a competent surveyor, The 
weather for the most part wes tolernble, but there were timcs when the heat almost - 
Overwhelmed 211 of us, both workmen snd staff, But it proved a fascinating project, 
and one which I have rezson to believe is not without its importance. All those who 
have examined the evidence revealed by the sounding consider it important.A more 
detailed and definite acwunt will appear lcster in the year, It could be too much 
at this stage of our studics to claim em xix that we have discovered ancient 
Gilgal! But we have discovered an ancient occupation in - strategic location, and 
the full significance of this will become apprent when the litcrsry and historical 
references have been duly scrutinized and interpreted. 


The eighth joint archzeological oprerstion of Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary 
and the American School was inaugurated on May 26 by another campaign at Beitin, 
the former campaign of the two institutions going back to 1934 under the tirector- 
ship of Professor Albright and the association of Professor Kelso, Now after 
twenty years the excavations were renewed. A number of the workers still recalled 
the former dig and enouired about those who participated in it. Some twenty-five 
workmcn heve been enployed; the basket carriers are womm, The old camp site of 
the 1934 expedition is the center of our present operations, While work has bem 
in progress for only four days it is impossible to make the following observations: 
in the area examined, 211 house walls are missing to a depth of 4 meter below the 
surface, They hod been removed by farmers for boundary walls, Thus the remains of 
Hellenistic and Roman walls are comnletely gone, end only a relatively few sherds 
renain to witnoss to those periods of occupation. But Iron II walls are making their 
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appearance, and they are in fine condition, While the pottery has been abundant; 
the quality suggests that this is one of the poorer sections of the city. It has 
been a rich experience for the writer to work with Dr. Kelso in this undertaking 
because it is in such striking contrast to the kind of situation we found in Jericho. 
There we had millenia of remains displayed before our eyes. The large trench across 
the mound es well as the other areas excavated are spectular and impressive, The mair 
walls (i.e, not the revetments or foundations) are of mud brick, Here at Beitin 
the project is more in the nature of soundings in very limited areas, There is no 
evidence of mua brick, the wells being entirely of stone.Thus far we have uncovered 
Only one major stratum, but within a week we expect to penetrate below this level. 
Professor Joseph Free has just brought to a close his second season at Dothan, He 
has generously supplicd me with - brief report of this year's excavation and has per 
mitted me to include it in the newsletter, The first two wecks were devoted to the 
slope of the hill to make certain that no important structure would be covered when 
the dump was exponded, The excavators went through occup:tionel levels of Iron, EB, 
MB,znd LB, At the bottom of the slope EB pottery continucd on down, yielding levels 
totalling 7.15 meters, 2711 EB. Digging continued for anothcr 1.35 meters, but not a 
single sherd wos recovered, The ceremic materials paralleled the stratification cn- 
countered in last yeor's dig in another part of the tell, It appears that Dothan was 
a thriving city through the EB period and continued on for et least another milleniur 
and a half, The lest six wecks were spent on the top of the tell, an area 23 x 24 
meters. Here the excavators found evidence of 2 thriving Hcllcnistic colony. Previou 
to this period Iron II remains appeared, including an infent jar burial assuciated 
with characteristic Iron II lamps. The lowest levels encountered this season on the 
top of the tell belonged to Iron I. One cache from this period produced ten differ- 
ont 8b vets, including a multiple-hendled crater bearing fourteen handles. Dr. Free 
is now preporing a detailed report of the season's operations and is planning a thire 
season at Dothan for the spring of 1955, 
This will be the last report for the academic year 1953-54. It has been a good year 
for us all. Wc hzve found more than enough to do, Indeed the difficulty is that ther 
is so much to interest onc here that one only makes a beginning. The year has come tc 
an cond all too soon, and we all leave with a sense of poignent regret that we can not 
remain longer. The spirit among the members of the School has been excellent. Our 
table conversations have been eager and animated. Our guests from Germany, England, 
Holland, Denmark, Brazil, France, ond Switzerland entered into the life of the School 
very quickly, anc in a short time became part of the School family. Our relations 
with the neighboring institutions have been cordial and friendly, Members of the 

Ole Biblicue have visited us from time to time, end thcy have invited us to their 
series of lectures and toas, But the most gratifying part of this year's work, I 
believe, is thet the purpose and objective of the American School have been realized 
in some degree, ‘ic have been an institution for archneological research,and it is a 
tribute to those who have come to us that they have never lost sight of the reasons 
for the School's existence, My wife has been in charge of the hostel, has attended tc 
the Schoolts business, end has greatly enjoyed both her work and the activities of: 
the School including trips throughout this region, The membcrs of the staff - Omer, 
Imran, Mahrmd, Wadita, Meryam, and the Haj - have not merely worked foithfullyand 
well throughout the year; thcy have done everything to mek: things run smoothly and 
have made themselves members of our femily. They all ontribute greatly to tne pleas- 
ant atmosphere of the School, Finally, one does not live here at the School without 
becoming increasingly aware of the contributions of predecessors from Professor 
Torrey to Professor Albright and from Professor Glueck to Professor Tushinghan. 
It is a great responsibility that is thrust on onc, but more’ then that it is a 
unique privilege, «nd I am grateful to the Board of Trustecs, to Professor Kraeling 
and Professor Yetweiler for what hes been a very happy, and, I think it is not too 
much to say, a very profitable year, 








James Muilenburg, Resident Director, 





